Representative Deb Ruggiero

Working Hard for Your Voice to Be Heard
Middletown & Jamestown
Dear Friends and Neighbors,
I’m honored to serve as your State Representative.
I’d like to share some of my priorities and issues
addressed in the 2013 legislative session.
I take this job very seriously and continue to be
responsive, thoughtful and deliberate. I work on
your behalf advocating on issues important to
our district – improving our economy, supporting
education, growing the arts and making our state a
better place to live and work.
I hope you will take some time to review this
information. Please contact me at 423-0444 or email
me at rep-ruggiero@rilin.state.ri.us if you have any
questions or concerns.
Stay well,

Rep. Deb at Jamestown Arts Center Gala with
Joyce Antoniello, center, and Annie McIntyre

All Politics is Local
Representative Deb Ruggiero knows how important
it is to provide assistance to non-profit community
organizations, particularly in these challenging fiscal
times of budget cuts.
She secured thousands of dollars to assist local nonprofits, including the Middletown Alcohol and Substance
Abuse Prevention Task Force, Jamestown Arts Center,
Middletown Police, Jamestown Community Farm,
Middletown Fire Department, and Jamestown Historical
Society.
Rep Ruggiero with Middletown Fire Department:
Chief Ron Doire, left, and Captain Adam Westman

As a Member of House Finance
Committee, Rep. Ruggiero Supports
Responsible State Budget
As a member of the House Finance Committee,
Representative Deb Ruggiero has direct input into the
adoption of the state budget and all financial matters
impacting the state of Rhode Island.
Rep. Ruggiero co-sponsored
the bill to reinstate the
Historic Tax Credit which
became part of the budget.
This jump starts economic
development by creating
construction jobs and giving
a city or town a tax base in the neighborhood where
historic buildings are being refurbished.
“Without raising taxes, a responsible budget must make
investments in economic development and education,”
says Rep. Ruggiero, “$30 million in increased aid to
public schools statewide and an additional $6 million for
higher education so URI, RIC and CCRI could freeze
tuition rates.”
Rep. Ruggiero also strongly backed a statewide sales tax
exemption for the sale of original artwork. “Creativity is
the currency of the 21st century”, says Ruggiero.
Aware of the importance of agriculture in her district, she
was a co-sponsor of a bill included in the budget which
now allows farm owners to assess inherited working
farmland at its use value, not its higher cash value, for
inheritance tax purposes.

Ruggiero Co-Chairs Task Force
On Behavioral Health, Gun Safety

Cities and Towns Can Save Money
with Ruggiero’s Streetlights Bill

Created by legislation introduced by Rep. Deb Ruggiero in
2013, a Task Force on Behavioral Health and Gun Safety
has been meeting regularly in the General Assembly’s
off-session.

Legislation introduced by Representative Deb Ruggiero
will enable cities and towns to save money by owning
and maintaining their streetlights.

Streetlights are now owned by the utility, which bills
the municipality a standard rate approved by the Public
Utilities Commission. Rep. Ruggiero’s legislation, which
was signed into law, gives each municipality the option to
“Our task force is focusing on the person, not the save money by owning the streetlights and maintaining
weapon,” says Rep. Ruggiero. “There’s a delicate them.
balance between gun ownership, public safety and mental
“Streetlights
are
an
health. I respect that gun ownership is protected by the
important but expensive
Second Amendment, but that right comes with great
public safety resource,”
responsibility.”
says Rep. Ruggiero. “Now
Currently, Rhode Island is one of only a few states that cities and towns can control
does not comply with the National Instant Criminal the fixtures and use energyBackground Check System (NICS) in releasing mental efficient lights like LEDs to
health records.
help reduce the costs.”
“This 20 member task force includes members from law
enforcement, the mental health community, drug and
Rep. Deb with George Smith
alcohol treatment associations, as well as gun owners,”
and daughter Kendra
explains Rep. Ruggiero.
Co-chaired by Rep. Ruggiero, the task force is weighing
the rights and risks of those with behavioral health
problems to own guns.

Rep. Deb with Lori Verderosa of
the Middletown Substance Abuse
Task Force
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